
In case of emergency
How to prepare your family for a potential disaster
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Emergencies and disasters can strike 

anyone, anytime and anywhere. They 

often happen quickly and without 

warning. When they strike, you may 

be unable to think about your next 

steps, thus forcing you to make 

decisions swiftly. It is vital that 

you understand the potential 

impact a disaster can have on 

you and your family.

Ensure the welfare of family members
Post emergency phone numbers by every phone in your home. Make sure everyone in 
the household has a copy of the phone numbers and keep them with you at all times. 
The family should also choose two locations to meet in times of crisis. One location 
should be near the home, and the other should be away from the home in case you 
cannot return home because of the emergency. The household should also have an 
out-of-town friend or relative serve as the “check in” contact for everyone to call. 
After a disaster, it may be easier to call long distance than locally.

Build an emergency supplies kit
It is important to be equipped with essential items should you be required to evacuate 
your home. If businesses close or the electrical power goes out in your area, you will 
need an emergency supplies kit. Having the following on hand to last at least three 
days for each member of your household is suggested:

 
and hard candy, along with a manual can opener

 
safety pins

 
hygiene supplies

also have emergency supplies, including food, identification, leash and medications

sure it is not too heavy or bulky for you to carry. The kit should also be labeled with 
your name and contact information.
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Inventory important documents

 
to need to help you recover from a disaster. Records you might consider putting in 

 
renters, etc.)

 
do you prevent them from being lost, stolen or destroyed, you also make it easier on 
yourself when it comes time to sell your shares. This also eases your responsibilities 

 
more information about street name registration.

the time when survivors can retrieve these documents. In some cases with the most 
recent natural disasters, banks themselves were affected, limiting access to important 
documents. You may want to give copies of these documents to family members 
or friends.

Your emergency kit might also include:

securing, your important documents 
and recording your possessions

 
insured so your family can 
recover financially

Three facets of being prepared
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negatives of irreplaceable family photos stored in protective plastic sleeves into your kit.

 

with a reminder to go through them in a year to make sure their contents remain 

documents to a trusted family member or friend who lives in a community far enough 

Maintain a record of your possessions
 

 
your inventory:

Of course, if you want to be thorough, you can do both. The following paragraphs 
describe an ideal situation. Although you may not want to take all these steps, do 
whatever you can to generate an inventory of your house as well as a record of 

Taking photos of your possessions or videotaping them is the easier of the two 
methods. If you choose to videotape, use the soundtrack to describe each of the items. 

 
and basement as well as of the outside of your home. The photos, negatives, tape or 

The more difficult method is to make a list of your possessions, including brand 
names, model and serial numbers, and purchase prices and dates to make it easier to 

 

 
Your insurance representative can help you determine which items to have appraised. 
Again, the physical list or computer disk and copies of any appraisals should be kept 

 
their possessions. In addition, having an estimated value of your home and its contents 
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Review your insurance coverage
Disaster planning is a good time to evaluate your insurance coverage. In addition 

earthquake coverage, if needed, now is a good time to make sure you have other 
insurance to provide for you and your family financially following a disaster.

Among the types of insurance you should look at are:

Life insurance. 
primary breadwinners might not survive, potentially leaving loved ones to struggle 

to maintain their standard of living if the unthinkable should occur.

Disability insurance. If a breadwinner is left disabled in a disaster, the emotional stress 
on the family may be less than if he or she had died, but the financial strain could 
actually be greater. If you become disabled, your family would lose your income at 
the same time your medical bills increase. Disability insurance can help replace the 

Long-term care insurance. If a disaster left an individual unable to care for himself or 

care, either at home or in a nursing facility.

 

There are different types of life, disability and long-term care insurance to suit a variety 

which is best for you.

* Source: 2011 , MetLife Mature Market Institute



Wells Fargo Advisors is the trade name used by two separate registered broker-dealers: Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC and Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC, 
Members SIPC, non-bank affiliates of Wells Fargo & Company. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved.

Investment and Insurance Products:  NOT FDIC Insured  NO Bank Guarantee  MAY Lose Value

1012-01135

74
29

1-
v4

E6279 5 of 5

This communication is for informational purposes only and is designed to provide accurate, authoritative 
information. The information contained herein should only be used as guidelines on the topics discussed. 
Please contact the Federal Emergency Management Agency to help build a comprehensive disaster plan.

Insurance products are offered through our affiliated non-bank agencies.

— an easy, portable way to gather key 
information, contact numbers and 

checklist and make today the day 
you get started on developing and 

your family, finances and possessions. 

about holding your securities in street 
name and about reviewing your 
insurance coverage.

You can count on us Start your disaster plan now

reduce their effects on your family. You may not be able to find the time to take every 

whatever actions you take today will help you be more prepared.


